
 

  
ALCOHOL AT SCHOOL EVENTS POLICY  
 

Help for non-English speakers 

If you need help to understand the information in this policy please contact the 
College on 03 9870 4551. 

 

RATIONALE  

This document is relevant to events at Melba College and aims to create a clear understanding of 
when alcohol can and cannot be consumed on school premises, at school functions off school 
premises, during school hours and during school camps and excursions while complying with Liquor 
Licensing Laws and following guidelines proposed by the DE.   

Schools have a duty of care owed both to students and staff, to ensure that supervision of children is 
always appropriate. Staff, parents and the school community have an important role to play when 
modelling healthy attitudes and behaviour towards alcohol, to children. 

All decisions made by School Council regarding Alcohol at School Events will adhere to the DE 
guidelines and Melba College Child Safe Standards Policy and Statement of Commitment to Child 
Safety. 

 
SCOPE 
 
This policy applies to all members of the Melba College Community.  
 

• For all parents and staff to be aware of the Melba College Alcohol and School Events Policy 
• To follow DE guidelines regarding the provision, consumption and serving of alcohol  
• To comply with the appropriate State Liquor Licensing Laws and regulations  
• To clearly define acceptable behaviour of the school community for the provision, 

consumption and serving of alcohol within the school or at school organised events both on 
and off the school premises  
 

DEFINITIONS 

School Event  

A School Event is an event that has been approved by School Council and is separate from a ‘School 
Organised Activity’ including but not limited to Welcome Drinks, Cocktail Night and Trivia Night.  

School Organised Activity  



A ‘School Organised Activity’ is based on the school’s curriculum and there is an expectation of 
teacher supervision at the event along with any rehearsal / practice being conducted during school 
hours, including but not limited to Valedictory, School Production and Performances. 

A ‘School Event’ / ‘School Organised Activity’ / ‘School Fair’ do not include events located off school 
premises, which have been organised by parents, guardians or individual class representatives 
independently from the School. These events are not covered by this policy and are not the 
responsibility of Melba College 

POLICY 

Alcohol must not be provided, served or consumed when students are present on school premises or 
at school events away from the school premises. 

Schools must obtain school council approval before alcohol may be consumed on school premises. 

When considering whether to allow the consumption of alcohol on school premises, councils should 
consider: 

• the Liquor Control Reform Act 1998 (Vic) 
• school community attitudes 
• any relevant local school policies. 

Examples of the type of applications that the school council may approve are: 

• private functions organised by the council if students are not present 
• outside organisations hiring or leasing school buildings 
• private staff functions that exclude students 
• school fundraising functions or events on school grounds. 

If school council approves the consumption of alcohol on school premises they must ensure 
adherence to the responsible service of alcohol requirements.  

Functions Off School Premises  

When alcohol is sold at school functions off school premises, students under 18 may only be present 
if they are: 

• accompanied and under direct supervision by a parent/carer over the age of 18 
• engaged in a hospitality training program, employment or work experience 
• approved by the Director of Liquor Licensing under section 122 of the Liquor Control Reform 

Act 1998 (Vic) 
• on premises which have an ‘on premises’ license granted as a restaurant and the function 

occurs during regular trading hours 
• attending a function as approved by Liquor Control Victoria taking into account the above 

requirements. 

A temporary limited liquor licence is required for events where payment is required to attend the 
event and the ticket price includes the supply of alcohol and/or over the counter sales. Liquor 
Control Victoria will advise on whether a licence is required and the requirements for applying for a 
licence. 

https://www.legislation.vic.gov.au/in-force/acts/liquor-control-reform-act-1998
https://www.legislation.vic.gov.au/in-force/acts/liquor-control-reform-act-1998
https://www.legislation.vic.gov.au/in-force/acts/liquor-control-reform-act-1998
https://www.vic.gov.au/liquor-licensing
https://www.vic.gov.au/liquor-licensing


School Camps and Excursions – Staff  

School staff should be aware that consumption of alcohol by staff during camps or excursions is: 

• inconsistent with the standard of professional conduct necessary to maintain community 
confidence in these activities 

• is considered unwise 
• could lead to allegations of negligence and loss of WorkCover rights. 

For information on alcohol consumption by students, including on camps and excursions, refer to 
the department’s policy on Alcohol and Other Drug Use – Students. 

COMMUNICATION  

This policy will be communicated to our school community in the following ways:  

• Available publicly on the College website 
• Included in induction processes for staff  
• Included in our staff handbook  
• Made available in hard copy from school administration upon request   

MORE INFORMATION AND RESOURCES 

Related Policies  

• Alcohol and Other Drug Use – Students 
• Excursions 
• Fundraising Activities (including fetes) 
• Gifts, Benefits and Hospitality 
• School Council – Powers and Functions 
• Student Engagement 
• Student Support Services 
• Supervision of Students 

Relevant Legislation  

• Education and Training Reform Act 2006 (Vic) 
• Liquor Control Reform Act 1998 (Vic) 
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https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/alcohol-and-other-drugs-students/policy
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/alcohol-and-other-drugs-students/policy
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/excursions/policy
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/fundraising-activities-including-fetes/policy
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/gifts-benefits-and-hospitality/policy
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/school-council-powers-and-functions/policy
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/student-engagement/policy
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/student-support-services/policy
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/supervision-students/policy
https://www.legislation.vic.gov.au/in-force/acts/education-and-training-reform-act-2006
https://www.legislation.vic.gov.au/in-force/acts/liquor-control-reform-act-1998
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