YEAR 9 HANDBOOK

Address: 20 Brentnall Rd, Croydon VIC 3136
Ph: 9870 4551

F: 9870 1784

Website: http://melba.vic.edu.au
Email: melba.sc@edumail.vic.gov.au

1

Contents:
Welcome

p3

School Map

p4

General Information

p5

Year 9 Subject Selection

p7

Making Subject Chocies

p18

Webchoices – How to submit your subject choices

p19

2021 Term Dates

p20

Year 9 Unique Programs and Experiences

p21

Extracurricular activities

p22

Wellbeing at Melba

p23

Contacts

p24

2

Welcome to Year 9 at Melba Secondary College
At Melba College, we strongly believe in maintaining a positive environment in a culture of high
expectations. A culture where we effectively Engage, Enrich and Empower our students with a
broad array of academic and personal skills with which to launch into adult life with confidence
and optimism.
Our Year 9 program shifts from the more rigid timetable of Year 7/8 to a more student driven
elective system. Students are empowered to consider what subjects connect most with their
interests and are able to study a more diverse range of subjects than in previous years of their
schooling.
In Year 9, we also try to provide students with the opportunity to develop more as active
participants in the greater world they live in. The “Community” program allows students to engage
in volunteer work in a variety of settings and encourages them to consider how they can give to
their local community. There are also a great variety of extra-curricular opportunities, such as
Student Voice and the annual production, which gives students the chance to work in a team to
flex their artistic and critical thinking skills in alternative ways.
Melba College is a dynamic school community, equipped with new state of the art facilities and
resources. If you are a parent or guardian of a prospective student, we believe the best way to
decide on a secondary college is for you and your child to attend a school tour. Our Principal Class
conduct school tours at any time during the school day and encourage you to bring your child
with you. This provides a fantastic opportunity to see the school in action and ask many questions
as you walk through.

All the best and if joining us for Year 9 – welcome to Melba College.

Laura Zinghini
Year 9/10 Sub-school Leader

To register for a school tour please contact the Daily Operations Officer on 9870 1784.
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SCHOOL MAP
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GENERAL INFORMATION
Class times for the College
The College class times include a Home Group meeting at the beginning of each day. Music plays at the start of
recess and lunch. Students are encouraged to arrive at school no later than 8.45AM to allow them time to prepare
for their day.
Class times and bells are as follows:
Home Group
8.50am
Period 1
9.00am
Period 2
9.58am
Recess
10.56am
Period 3
11.21am
Period 4
12.19pm
Lunch
1.17pm
Period 5
2.02pm

–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–

9.00am
9.58am
10.56am
11.21am
12.19pm
1.17pm
2.02pm
3.00pm

Music & Bell
 Bell
 Bell
 Music & Bell
 Bell
 Bell
 Music & Bell
 Bell

College Office hours are from 8.20AM to 4.00PM.
Our friendly office staff provide help, assistance and support to students, parents and staff. All visitors to the College
(including parent/guardian helpers) are to sign in at the C-block General Office before visiting classrooms or
participating in activities conducted at the College. Visitor passes are to be kept and used to sign out of the College.
Compass
Melba College uses Compass School Manager as a central portal for communication between the College and
parents/guardians. Compass streamlines many school operations, from attendance, communication, event
management and reporting. Through Compass you can:
• view newsletters
• view your child’s schedule/timetable/reports
• make online payments for fees
• contact your child’s teacher via email
• provide consent and make payments for
• explain absences
events
You will be provided with your individual Compass Username and Password upon enrolment to the College. If you
need support with Compass, including accessing or resetting your password, please contact one of our friendly
administration team.
Student absences
Attendance is an integral component to doing well at any school. Melba College encourages all students to attend
every day of school to ensure students are getting the fullest from their education. If your son/daughter is going to
be late or absent, we ask that you inform the College via one of the following:
• a written note
• marking the absence on Compass
• calling the College Absence Line
The absence line for the College is 9539 2345.
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Leaving school early
If a student needs to leave school early to attend an appointment they need to bring in a note signed by their
parent/guardian. This note should be presented to the student’s Year Level Leader or Sub-school Leader who will
also sign it. When it is time to go, the student will need to leave via their relevant reception area to collect a sign out
pass. This will then be recorded and it will appear on COMPASS.
Lockers
The Year 9 locker bay is adjacent to the basketball courts in F-block. It is important that all lockers have a lock and
lockers are kept locked at all times when not being accessed. A combination lock will be provided to students to use
by the College. If this is lost or damaged, a replacement will need to be purchased.
Uniform
Melba College students are encouraged to take pride in their school uniform. We expect all students to make a
commitment to proudly wear their school uniform correctly and consistently at all times. If a student is legitimately
unable to wear their correct school uniform for a given day, a note must be provided to the College by the
parent/guardian with a timeframe for return to full school uniform. A note should also be provided when students
are not able to utilise their full sports uniform for PE/Sport/Performance class.

Items NOT permitted at any time:
• Hoodies and jackets that do not have the Melba logo, coloured t-shirts or tops
• Shorts of any other colour other than black
• Pants other than Melba trousers (class) or Melba track pants (PE/Sport/Performance)
• Caps, scarves and gloves NOT to be worn inside
• Hair colours which are not considered natural

For more information on the Melba College uniform, please refer to the uniform policy.
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YEAR 9 SUBJECT SELECTION
Melba College’s Year 9 curriculum aims to provide students with significant choice. The program encourages
students to focus on their interests to increase engagement with school during their middle years of schooling.
Research indicates that in Year 9 scores in English and Maths are the most important indicators for Year 12 marks.
The research also reflects that students often underachieve in Year 9 because they are disengaged from school.
To ensure Year 9 students are engaged and given an opportunity to achieve in their later years of schooling, they
undertake studies in Mathematics, English and PE/Health as core subjects. Students also get to select a wide variety
of semester-based electives where they pursue their interests within the areas of Humanities, Science, Technology,
The Arts, Language, Health and Physical Education.
Over the course of the year, students will complete 8 electives (4 Semester One, 4 Semester Two). To maintain
pathway options in senior school, students must choose at least one semester of Humanities, Science, The Arts and
Technology. They may, however, choose more than one in a given area after they have made one choice in each of
those areas. For example, students may choose several Technology subjects or Arts subjects depending on their
interests.
The following booklet contains information on the various subjects being offered as part of the Year 9 course at
Melba College. Students are asked to consider their choices carefully and ensure they are confident to undertake the
areas of study they choose, as they may not have the opportunity to swap subjects in 2021 once the courses have
commenced.

Year 9 Course Overview
English
9 periods per
fortnight
Elective 1
6 periods per
fortnight

Mathematics
9 periods per
fortnight
Elective 2
6 periods per
fortnight

PE/Health
6 periods per
fortnight
Elective 3
6 periods per
fortnight

Community
2 periods per
fortnight
Elective 4
6 periods per
fortnight
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Subject information
English and EAL – Core class
Subject name:

English

Domain:
Subject Description:

English/EAL
Students listen to, read, view, interpret, evaluate and perform a range of
written texts. Students develop skills in reading, writing, comprehension
and clear thinking. Students develop their understanding of how texts are
influenced by context and purpose, and use this knowledge to create their
own texts. They develop essay writing skills through a study of dystopian
fiction, and identify and analyse features of a narrative.

Subject name:

English as an Additional Language

Domain:
Subject Description:

English/EAL
This area of study aims to enable students to develop critical
understanding and control when using Australian English in a variety of
situations, both formally and informally in their worlds.
Students will be expected to communicate ideas, feelings, observations
and information effectively both orally, in writing, and to a range of
audiences. This course recognises and values student diversity and
encourages self-esteem by enabling students to use the English language
confidently and take responsibility for their own language development.
Students carry out classroom activities that integrate the skills of reading,
writing, speaking, listening and thinking.

English and EAL – Elective option
Subject name:

Domain:
Subject Description:

Writing Fiction

English/EAL
In Writing Fiction, students are encouraged to experiment with a range of
writing styles, forms and genres for different audiences and
purposes. The unit focus is on developing creative writing skills, whilst
increasing students’ awareness of effective writing. Students are exposed
to a variety of writing genres and examine the various ways that authors
engage with their audiences.

Mathematics – Core class
Subject name:

Domain:
Subject Description:

Mathematics

Mathematics
During Year 9, students will further develop their mathematical
knowledge and skills in the three strands according to the Victorian
Curriculum: Number and Algebra, Measurement and Geometry, and
Statistics and Probability. In Number and Algebra, students apply index
laws, solve problems involving simple interest, manipulate algebraic
expressions, and work with the Cartesian plane.
In Measurement and Geometry, they solve problems involving perimeter,
surface area and volume. Students also explain the similarity of triangles,
and apply Pythagoras’ theorem and trigonometry to right-angled triangles.
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In Statistics and Probability, they represent data graphically, use measures
of centre and spread for given data and estimate probabilities of events.
Students are exposed to a range of Mathematics topics in order to
prepare them for different areas of the workforce. They will be expected
to complete common assessment tasks in the form of topic tests and
investigations.

Health and PE – Core class
Subject name:

PE

Subject name:

Health

Domain:
Subject Description:

Domain:
Subject Description:

PE/Health
In Physical Education, students develop advanced skills in selected
physical activities and combine motor skills, strategic thinking and tactical
knowledge to improve individual and team performance. Students
measure their personal fitness levels, and identify places within their
community to maintain participation in vigorous physical activity.

PE/Health
In Health, students develop knowledge of the rights and responsibilities
associated with the increasing independence of young people, including in
sexual relationships. They analyse the impact of changing issues and risks,
including road safety and mental health, as a result of ageing and create
ways to implement safe practices in day to day activities.

Health and Physical Education electives
Subject name:
Domain:
Subject description:

PE Plus
PE/ Health
Students will analyze skills and movement patterns used in performance,
plan and introduce ways of improving physical performance and evaluate
individual and group tactics used in sporting performances.
Plan and introduce a game plan encompassing both offensive and
defensive strategies.
They will learn how to integrate technology (including ICT) into training
and assessing of sporting performance, to thus improve sporting
performance, understand how to assess and develop skills and fitness
components specific to a range of sports.
Know the major body systems associated with developing and maintaining
physical fitness and apply both training methods and principles to
enhance physical performance.

Subject name:
Domain:
Subject description:

Outdoor Education
PE/ Health
Outdoor education takes a focus on the environment and how we interact
with it. Students are regularly engaged in activities such as camping,
bushwalk and conservation studies. They also learn the basics of bush first
aide and camp cooking.
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All students that sign up for Outdoor Education are required to attend
camps and excursions as part of the course. Potential activities include:
hiking, skiing, surfing, kayaking and mountain biking – depending on
season and availability.

Humanities electives
Subject name:

Domain:
Subject Description:

Revolutions and WW1

Humanities
Revolutions and WW1 looks at history and the dramatic impact of largescale conflict and societal reforms. The subject takes an in-depth look at
the social and political lead-up to conflict and gives students the chance to
understand how such events came to be.
Within this unit, students will analyse key changes in society during the
industrial revolution and how these changes impacted the start of WW1.
Students will then look at WW1 and how it impacted Australians who
served during the war and on the home front. Students will demonstrate
their understanding of the various facets of history in these areas and
develop a greater understanding of events that have shaped the modern
world.

Subject name:

Domain:
Subject Description:

Tourism and food security

Humanities
Tourism and food security looks at elements of Geography through the
lens of tourism and resource allocation. Students work to develop their
understanding of how the natural, political, economic and cultural
elements of a country contribute to the stability and prosperity of a
region.
Students will also look at Globalisation and the impact that has had on the
way people move, spend money and communicate. They will study the
impact of Globalisation on both first and third world countries to
understand the diverse world we live in.

Subject name:

Domain:
Subject Description:

Law and the Community

Humanities
Law and the Community introduced students to the legal framework that
exists within Australia – and their place within it. Students will investigate
the justice system and explore the various stakeholders and processes
involved with criminal proceedings. Students will also learn about the
courts, from the Magistrate’s Court to the Supreme Court, and participate
in a mock trial.
Students will also learn about legal processes that are used in Australia
and the legal rights and responsibilities that allow change to happen and
citizens to participate in large-scale decision making. This ranges from
their role as citizens in governmental systems to the right to protest and
be heard.
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Subject name:

Domain:
Subject Description:

Business Studies

Humanities
Year 9 Business Studies introduces students to the basics of economics
and how businesses operate. Students examine the attributes and skills of
business owners, examine the nature of business opportunities, consider
marketing and discuss the importance of detailed planning to help
maximise success.
Students also examine the role and significance of savings and
investments for individuals and the economy, demonstrating the skills
required to successfully plan and manage personal finances.

Science electives
Subject name:

Biology and Chemistry

Domain:
Subject Description:

Science
Students describe the structure of atoms in terms of subatomic particles.
They learn how the periodic table is arranged, distinguish between the
atomic and mass numbers of atoms, and explain how this relates to
isotopes. Students learn what radiation is, list the different types and
describe some ways radiation is used in everyday life. They identify
properties of metals, non-metals and metalloids, and of acids and bases.
They represent chemical reactions with word equations and explore
combustion, corrosion and acid-base reactions.
Students learn about several body systems including the nervous,
endocrine and immune systems.
They develop an understanding about the structure of nerve cells and
nervous impulses. Students explore the structure of the brain, the central
nervous system and the peripheral nervous system. They engage in
activities to investigate some of the senses.
Students learn about the endocrine system, the endocrine glands, the
hormones they produce and their effects on the body. They learn about
the immune system and how it protects the body from invading
organisms.

Subject name:

Physics and Earth Science

Domain:
Subject Description:

Science
Students will study Electrical Energy and learn what an electrical current
is, what voltage and resistance are and how an electrical circuit is created.
They will discover that there are different types of energy and how these
can be transferred or transformed. A major investigation will be centred
upon renewable energy and the efficiency of wind turbines.
They will learn about Ecosystems and how organisms interact within
them. How energy and matter flow through ecosystems and what factors
have an effect on population sizes. They will discover the impacts of
human activity and discuss ways of protecting and managing ecosystems.
They will study Earth Science, to learn what lies below the surface of the
Earth. They discuss and evaluate evidence for the theory of continental
drift and they investigate how living near plate boundaries affects
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people’s lives. They will discover why earthquakes happen, why volcanoes
exist and what causes tsunamis.

Subject name:

Forensics

Subject name:

STEM

Domain:
Subject Description:

Domain:
Subject Description:

Science
Students study a range of techniques that are used in forensic science.
Some of the techniques studied include fingerprint developing and
analysis, handwriting and chemical analysis, hair and fibre analysis, blood
grouping and DNA testing. The role of the scientific method and scientists
in providing reliable and accurate data for criminal investigations is
investigated. Case studies that used forensic science techniques to solve
the crimes will be reviewed and students will investigate a famous case in
depth and present their findings.

Science
STEM is a subject that incorporates Science, Technology, Engineering and
Mathematics. Research indicates that 75% of the fastest growing
occupations require STEM skills and knowledge.
Students will study a variety of themed units of work and complete
projects using inquiry, hands-on-activities and project based learning to
solve real world problems. This will help students to develop problem
solving, creative and critical thinking skills within an authentic context.
Students will be required to work collaboratively with others and produce
a portfolio to showcase their work. All activities will focus on the
application of science, technology, engineering and mathematics to real
life situations.

Technology electives
Subject name:

Food Studies

Domain:
Subject Description:

Technology
The focus in Year 9 Food Studies allows students to gain an understanding
in two areas of study – The design brief process and multiculturalism
around the world. The aim is to extend students understanding of the
design process through a thoroughly planned café style meal. Students
have to plan, create, produce and evaluate café menu items taking into
consideration the Australian Guide to Healthy Eating. Students will study
and learn about different countries around the world and learn about the
cultures that reflect this. Students participate in a range of practical
classes in which they are exposed to new skills, food and recipes
throughout the semester.

Subject name:

Product Design and Technology: Wood

Domain:
Subject Description:

Technology
Students build on their understanding of the design & production process
when working with timber. Students build on their knowledge of
production processes and develop new skills working in a safe, efficient
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and effective manner to construct products finished to a high standard as
specified within the design and production planning.

Subject name:

Product Design and Technology: Textiles

Subject name:

Computing

Subject name:

Game Development

Domain:
Subject Description:

Domain:
Subject Description:

Domain:
Subject Description:

Technology
Students learn about and practise techniques used in fabric construction
such as seam finishes, darts, zip insertion, hand stitching techniques. Key
learning areas include:
● Fibres & fabrics investigation – the properties of manmade and
synthetic fabrics, how to identify different fabrics, the care properties of
each type of fabric and the designs and styles best suited to each fabric.
● Using commercial patterns – learning the symbols used in commercial
patterns, how to understand a patterns envelope, using a commercial
pattern to produce at least one fabric article of your choice.
● Surface Decoration techniques

Technology
Computer mixes the basics of computer coding with web design to enable
students to create websites. Students consider are challenged to consider
what makes a webpage work and how to develop a site that matches
various purposes. This will give them the basic skills required to make a
functional webpage that is functionally and aesthetically suitable to
purpose.

Technology
Students are introduced to the logic of programming in a fun and engaging
way. Students use a drag and drop IDE interface called Game Maker
Studio to create their own original playable games. Students begin by
following guided tutorials to make a game and then move to creating their
own original games. Along the way they learn to use image and audio
editing software and become familiar with the principles of storytelling,
fun and human interaction.

Arts electives
Subject name:

Domain:
Subject Description:

Art – Printmaking/Painting

Arts
In printmaking and painting, students engage in hands-on artistic study in
the area of painting and printmaking. Students refine their personal
aesthetic and work with a variety of materials and canvases. Throughout
the subject, they develop their own portfolio of works that forms the basis
of their assessment.
Students also respond to visual artworks and critically reflect on the
contribution of visual arts practitioners. They adapt ideas, visual images
and practices from selected artists and use them to inform their own
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personal aesthetic when making artworks and presenting them to an
audience.

Subject name:

Domain:
Subject Description:

Art – Sculpture/Ceramics

Arts
Art – Sculpture and Ceramics focusses on the creation of physical
artworks. Students develop art pieces based on specific briefs and build
their technical and conceptual understanding of artistic construction.
Students also respond to visual artworks and critically reflect on the
contribution of visual arts practitioners. They adapt ideas, visual images
and practices from selected artists and use them to inform their own
personal aesthetic when making artworks and presenting them to an
audience.

Subject name:

Dance

Subject name:

Drama

Subject name:

Film Studies

Domain:
Subject Description:

Domain:
Subject Description:

Domain:
Subject Description:

Arts
Students will develop skills in a range of dance styles that develop a
kinaesthetic and cultural awareness of the body as a medium of
expression. Students will learn and perform dance works created by
another choreographer. They will also apply their understanding of the
elements of movement and the dance-making process by choreographing
their own small group dance works. Ultimately, students will learn about a
range of problem solving techniques to structure their own creative
intention through dance. Students will research culturally specific dance
styles and apply their knowledge of dance terminology when reflecting
upon and evaluating their own dance practice. Students will also learn
about safe dance practices, including warm-up, stretching, alignment and
postural relaxation.

Arts
Drama is the expression and exploration of personal, cultural and social
worlds through role and situation that engages, entertains and challenges.
Students create meaning as drama makers, performers and audiences as
they enjoy and analyse their own and others’ stories and points of view.
Drama enables students to imagine and participate in exploration of their
worlds, individually and collaboratively. Students actively use body,
gesture, movement, voice and language, taking on roles to explore and
depict real and imagined worlds. They create, rehearse, perform and
respond using the elements and conventions of drama and emerging and
existing technologies available to them.

Arts
Film studies encourages students to analyse films from both historical and
current setting and develops students’ abilities to understand how and
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why films are constructed in the way they are. Students develop cultural
and technical understanding of film production in order to thoughtfully
discuss narrative development and director choices in films.
Students study multiple genres and styles; including film noir, comedy and
action to develop their ability to identify thematic elements in specific
genres. Students are also involved in some practical elements of film
making to get a greater sense of the artistic process and demonstrate
their understanding of the concepts explored.

Subject name:

Domain:
Subject Description:

Media

Arts
Students will be introduced to media making techniques and skills, and
how to represent ideas and stories in media forms. They will focus on skills
in the areas of film-making and photography. Students will learn what
constitutes genre in film and how different techniques may be used to
engage an audience.
They will learn about the basics of film production, in particular
storyboards and scripts. They will learn to analyse films and photos of a
particular genre. Students will develop an understanding of film and
photographic narrative structure and apply this to developing a folio of
practical work. They will aim to produce a short film based on the genre
studied and a folio or display of still photos

Subject name:

Music Performance

Subject name:

Music Production and Industry

Domain:
Subject Description:

Domain:
Subject Description:

Subject name:

Arts
Students will develop their skills playing and performing on an instrument
or voice in solo and group settings. Students are encouraged to showcase
their performance skills at the FONO concert held at the end of each
semester. Students will explore the use of technology to compose, record
and perform contemporary music styles. Students will also develop skills
in aural recognition and music theory. This will include listening to, and
learning about, different styles of music.

Arts

Recommended for those who have a keen interest in the music
industry and honing their craft. Similar to Music Performance, this
subject will give students the opportunity to hone their music skills
and perform (including recording demos and playing at FONO
concerts).
Students will develop a deeper understanding of different styles of
music and what pathways there are in the music industry.
This subject is recommended for students that have a keen interest
in music and is suggested to be partnered with Music Performance
in subject selection.
Photography
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Domain:
Subject Description:

Arts
Photography gives students the opportunity to both develop a theoretical
and a practical understanding of Photography. Students are lead through
Photography fundamentals, such as how to adjust aperture/shutter
speed/ISO on cameras to get the best photos and to create certain effects.
Students are then given the chance to practice these skills through specific
design briefs and develop a photography portfolio.
Students also explore the photography of other artists and develop their
ability to commentate on photographic elements and imitate style and
technical skills.

Subject name:

Domain:
Subject Description:

Script Interpretation – Plays and Films

Arts
Script Interpretation – Plays and Films encourages students to both
analyse and creatively engage with both plays and films. Students view
both plays and films within the class and build their ability to describe and
interpret directions that writers have taken to engage their target
audience. Students are taught to understand how scripts are developed,
including directions that are included to ensure actors understand the full
scope of what they are trying to portray.
Students also produce their own script/play and engage in some practical
aspects of delivering it.

Subject name:

Domain:
Subject Description:

Theatre Studies

Arts
Theatre Studies works to expand students’ understandings of the Arts and
the place of theatre within our cultural landscape. The course follows two
threads of:
• Theoretical reflection and interpretation of theatre and its
elements
• Practical development of their own theatre productions.
For the practical component, students work both individually and
collaboratively in various production roles to interpret, script and plan,
develop and present productions. This builds on elements of drama
studied in Year 8 and weaves them into the context of theatre.
Students also explore the various roles within a theatre production,
including production roles such as; actor, director and designer to
understand the role and place of theatre practitioners.

Subject name:

Domain:
Subject Description:

Visual Communication and Design

Arts
This unit focuses on developing an understanding of the design process
and visual communication techniques. Students use presentation drawing
methods that incorporate the use of Instrumental drawing methods to
communicate information and ideas. They develop skills using ICT with
consideration for the design elements and design principles to produce a
visual communication to a brief. Students investigate a designer and
produce a research task. This research introduces students to the broader
16

context of the place and purpose of design. Students using a visual diary
record all research, generation, development and refinement of a range of
ideas and trialling different methods, media and materials.

Languages electives
Subject name:

Domain:
Subject Description:

Japanese

Languages
This is an intermediate course with a focus on consolidating speaking,
reading, writing and listening skills in different settings. There is also an
emphasis on vocabulary acquisition associated with a range of topics and
the extension of the grammar and structures covered in Years 7 and 8.
Students will study and deepen their understanding of the Japanese
culture.
Please note: Japanese is a full year subject. It must be chosen for both
semesters.
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MAKING SUBJECT CHOICES
Year 9 is the first year that students make choices about the subjects they engage with. We ask that you discuss your
child’s interests and what they would like to do over the year. Electives provide the student with a feeling of being,
to some extent, in charge of their educational destiny.
The process for choosing subjects is to choose your preferred 8 subjects and then identify your reserve choices from
the other subjects available. Students need to choose ONE elective from Humanities, Science, Technology and The
Arts in their preferred 8 to complete their timetable preferences for 2021. Students will complete four electives each
semester.
To plan for entering your subject selection you may wish to fill in this ranking grid. Choose your top 8 subjects,
making sure you choose at least 1 subject from Humanities, Science, Technology and The Arts.
Subject
Revolutions and WW1
Tourism and food security
Law and the Community
Business Studies
Physics – Earth Science
Chemistry – Biology
Forensics
STEM

Humanities

Science

Technology
Food Studies
Product Design and Technology: Wood
Product Design and Technology: Textiles
Computing
Game development
Arts
Art – Printmaking/Painting
Art – Sculpture/Ceramics
Dance
Drama
Film Studies
Media
Music Performance
Music Production and Industry
Photography
Script Interpretation – Plays and Films
Theatre Studies
Visual Communication and Design
Languages (Whole Year Elective)
Japanese
Health and Physical Education
PE Plus
Outdoor Education
English
Writing Fiction

Cost

Preference
$0
$0
$0
$0
$0
$20
$25
$35
$75
$50
$25
$0
$0
$50
$50
$0
$0
$0
$50
$0
$0
$50
$0
$0
$25
$0
$0
$100
$0
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WEBCHOICES – HOW TO SUBMIT YOUR SUBJECT CHOICES
Our timetabling system, “Edval”, uses a program called “Webchoices” to support us in building an optimal timetable
that incorporates student subject selections. This program links directly with our timetabling system to facilitate the
construction of the timetable. Student subject selections will directly impact what subjects run – so please ensure
you are choosing subjects you are genuinely interested in completing. Below are the steps for completing your
Webchoices selections:
1. Every student will be emailed a personalised link to Webchoices. This link should not be shared, as they are
individualised.
2. Families will be given access to the Year 9 Subject Selection Handbook and asked to consider their options
3. Families can log into Webchoices with the provided link. The program will prompt you to choose your main
subjects and then rank your reserve subjects. Rank all subjects based on your preferences. Please note that
you must have at least one subject in each of the domains below, so the program will prioritise the first
entry for each one as your preferred subject in that area:
• Humanities
• Science
• Technology
• The Arts
The program will not let you proceed if you choose the same subject more than once, so please be careful in
your selections. Please also note that Japanese is a full year subject and will count for 2 selections.
4. Once your choices are complete you will receive a confirmation screen with your preferred subject rankings.
We ask that you print your selection and sign the sheet it produces. This will need to be returned to school
(B-block reception) to secure your preferences in the 2021 timetable.
Please note that if you are not able or prefer not to print, you may complete and return the slip below to
confirm the choices input into Webchoices are your preferred options.

The school will then use this data to construct the timetable for 2021. Subjects that run in 2021 will be directly
influenced by the student interest within Webchoices. Please be aware that if numbers are insufficient for a class to
run, it will be collapsed and your next preferences will be used. As a result, it is possible that some subjects in this
booklet may not run.

Year 9 Subject Preferences 2021
I confirm that we have completed subject preferences for Year 9 2021 and that student timetables will be
built off these preferences. I acknowledge that, by identifying these preferences, I am liable for the costs as
outlined in the booklet.
Student’s full name: _________________________________

Home group: __________

Parent/Guardian’s name: __________________________________
Parent/Guardian’s Signature: __________________________________
19

2021 TERM DATES
Term 1:
Term 2:
Term 3:
Term 4:

27 January* - 1 April
19 April - 25 June
12 July - 17 September
4 October - 17 December

PLEASE NOTE: the first day of Term 1 is a student-free day in all government
schools to allow for appropriate planning to take place for the arrival of students.

What is a student free day for?
Each year government schools are provided with four student-free days for
professional development, school planning and administration, curriculum
development and student assessment and reporting purposes.
When are the other student-free days scheduled?
The remaining three student-free days are determined by each individual school.
DET Term Dates are available from
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/department/Pages/datesterm.aspx
How will I know about them?
Our College will publish student-free days on our website www.melba.vic.edu.au as
well as send notification home via Compass and email.
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YEARS 9 UNIQUE PROGRAMS AND EXPERIENCES
Year 9 Community Program
The Year 9 Community program is designed to give students the
ability to contribute to the greater society they belong to in a
meaningful way. In this subject, students will spend 2 periods a cycle
for one term engaging in volunteer work such as visiting retirement
villages, working in primary schools or working on a project at school.
Feedback from both students and community partners have
suggested that this is not only a positive experience for those
involved, but can lead to a greater appreciation of others.
This program also explores creation of a resume, job readiness and
links with personal development skills.

Year 9 City Experience
Year 9 City Experience is a unique program at Melba College that aims
to give Year 9 students a greater sense of independence and
responsibility before they enter into the senior school. This 1 week
experience in Term 4 gets students to practice skills of time
management, organisation and critical thinking as they explore the
city with the Year 9 team.
From catching the train to exploring key areas of our magnificent city,
the Year 9 City Experience has consistently received positive feedback
from students as a highlight for their year.

Year 9 Camps and Activities
There are a variety of camps that are shared amongst Year 8, 9 and
10. These include:
•
•
•

Central Australia Camp
Tasmania Camp
Surf Camp

Please note that some camps are offered bi-annually and the
experience may fall in either Year 8, 9 or Year 10 depending on the
given year.
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EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES
Student Voice
At Melba College, we value student advocacy and expression. Student
Voice is a forum in which passionate students can represent their
fellow students and engage with staff to improve the College. Student
Voice is a vibrant part of the College and we welcome students to
become involved and be part of the Student Voice Team.

Melba Annual Musical Production
The annual Melba Musical Production provides students with the opportunity to
showcase their diverse range of performing arts skills. The production streamlines
students’ passions for the arts whilst giving them the opportunity to make lifelong
connections and memories with their peers. Critically acclaimed and award
winning, the annual productions are a cornerstone of the Melba performing arts
program and well worth being involved in.

Instrumental Music and Performance
At Melba, we offer an Instrumental Music Program that provides students with the opportunity to
become musicians and experience the expressive qualities of music. Students can learning up to two
instruments through instrumental music lessons and participate in an ensemble, with opportunities to
perform throughout the year.
Our Instrumental Music staff are taught by experienced and qualified in both their instrument and
secondary education. Instruments offered in our program:
• Piano
• Guitar: acoustic, electric and bass
• Percussion: drum kit, xylophone
• Woodwind: flute, clarinet and saxophone
• Brass: trumpet, trombone and tuba
• Voice
What our Program includes:
Instrumental Lessons
Students receive weekly lessons with their instrumental teacher. Students are expected to practice a
minimum of 10 minutes per day and bring all appropriate equipment to lessons.
Ensemble
Students are required to participate in either the Rookie Band or a Contemporary Ensemble. Staff will
place students in an appropriate group according to their ability and instrument choice.
Concerts
Participation in Concerts is compulsory for all Rookie students, while our FONO (For One Night Only)
performance is by selection. Students must attend the entire concert to support follow performers.
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WELLBEING AT MELBA
Melba College has a dedicated and experienced Wellbeing Team that supports the emotional and physical
wellbeing of students and families. We promote mental, social, physical and emotional health for young
people to enhance students overall wellbeing. The team includes; teachers, counsellor, chaplain, doctor,
nurse and first aid staff.

The role of the team:
•
•
•
•

Support students and make appropriate referrals in difficult situations such as during times of grief
or when students are facing personal and emotional challenges
Referring students, or sourcing apporpriate sercives to meet their needs, which may invovle asscess
to services in the community
Supporting students and staff to create an environment that promotes the physical, emotional,
social and intellectual development and wellbeing of all students
Supporting students and staff to create an environment collaboration and mutual respect,
promoting an understanding of diveristy.

The Melba Wellbeing Team facilitate a range of programs for all students across every year level:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Antibullying workshops
Boys leadership groups
Girls leadership groups
Whole school Wellbeing events “Melba Week” “ R U OK Day?” “Wear It Purple Day”
Cyberbullying
Breakfast club

Some of our neighbouring support agencies include:
•
•
•
•
•

Maroondah City Council Youth Services
Headspace
Each
Foundation House
VicPol
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Key Contacts
Melba College

03 9870 4551
Melba.sc@edumail.vic.gov.au

Aaron Sykes

(College Principal)

Matthew Lee

(Teaching and Learning Assistant Principal)

Carol Ashton

(Wellbeing Assistant Principal)

Donald Gibbons

(Accountability and Engagement Assistant Principal)

Laura Zinghini

(Year 9 and 10 Sub-school Leader)

Kasey Browne

(Year 9 Year Level Leader)

Deb Stacey

(College Wellbeing Coordinator)

Mohiene Deo

(College Counsellor)

Pamela Peters

(Daily Operations – please contact to arrange school tour)
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